[Cardiac Strangulation Induced by Epicardial Pacemaker Leads Causing Heart Failure;Report of a Case].
A 5-year-old girl has a history of epicardial VVI-pacemaker implantation due to congenital heart block at the age of 2 months. Five years later, she developed heart failure at the same time of battery depletion. The chest X-ray indicated the loop formation of the epicardial leads and the echocardiogram demonstrated paradoxical movement of ventricles. The 3-dimensional computed tomography finally revealed strangulation of biventricular apex caused by loop of the leads. She underwent reoperation. Cardiac strangulation was relieved by total removal of the loop and repositioning of right atrial and ventricular electrodes in a gentle curve of the leads. She was discharged and doing well. Cardiac strangulation is a rare, but it can be lethal. Therefore epicardial pacemaker leads should not be positioned around the ventricle with excessive redundancy.